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Empowering Youth Through Action

Introducing our new resource page ...

We encourage you to think about the challenging questions and
issues of our day and come up with innovative solutions to the

problems that confront us.

Our first theme is: CLIMATE CHANGE

Questions to think about as you read this issue:

* How is the climate changing in your region?

* What will happen if trends continue this way?

* What is your role and responsibility in climate change?

* What can you do to help prevent this issue?

* What role do developed and less developed countries play in

this problem?

* What are their responsibilities?

e Are recent extreme weather events—such as hurricanes, floods,
droughts—due to global warming?
* What current conflicts arise around inequitable access to

resources?

* Which future ones can you foresee?
* What measures can be taken to prevent such disasters?
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ccording to The Climate Institute in
Washington D.C., an increase in the
requency or intensity of floods would
be catastrophic in several places around
the world. Perhaps no country is more
vulnerable than Bangladesh. Over 17 million
people live at an elevation of less than 3
feet above sea level, and millions more
inhabit the flat banks of the Ganges and

Brahmaputra Rivers. Past floods, occurring

as recently as August 2007, have displaced
millions in Bangladesh. Increased flooding in
that area there would have tragic results.

While average global rainfall is predicted
to increase under global warming,

not every point on the planet would
experience greater rainfall. Evaporation
and precipitation occur at different places.
While wet regions could receive even more
rainfall if the planet warms, drier regions
may have even more acute shortages

of water as evaporation is accelerated

in those areas. For example, the Sahel
region in Africa—which is south of the
Sahara Desert and north of the equatorial
zone—has become drier over the past

several decades, accelerating desertification
and placing an even greater premium on
already-stretched water supplies.

Look at the images in the featured article
about climate change. Which photos
exhibit evidence of these problems? One
photograph shows Islamic Relief workers
planting trees; another shows a young
girl trying to stay cool in the shade of an
umbrella. Can you explain how these are
tied together? Can you link other photos
in terms of casual relationships?



Goal: To gain an understanding of the
N daily activities of obtaining water in
different situations.

Undertake your own environmental observations
- measuring variables such as air temperature and

precipitation in your community and keep a running Choose another ¢ ountry that you wish

journal over time.

to compare your local community with.
Look up information on water in your local community Information can be found on the internet

and the United States from: :

or at your library.

* Environmental Protection Agency:
www.epa.gov/ow

« U.S. Geological Survey: Compare your local community’s water
water.usgs. gov/watuse statistics with another country.

Where do we get our water?

Only X% of the population has access to safe drinking water.
Find this number.

Most will not live in developed locations with piped water, and
instead will have to use wells, hand pumps and water vendors.
Many have to walk long distances each day to get water. Explain
the specific circumstances here.

What is the geological source of water?

Examples - snowmelt from mountains, rainwater, etc.

How does water go from source to consumer? How clean is it?

In many countries, water is gathered directly from rivers or
water wells. Unfortunately, most underdeveloped countries have
unclean water sources.

How much water is consumed each day?

Most nutritionists say that six to eight glasses of water a day
is adequate...

Tell us what you're doing to raise awareness We'd like to thank The Climate Institute We invite you to visit them online at:
or combat climate change — from recycling in Washington D.C. and The Outreach http:/lwww.climate.orgltopics/links/
-~ . © R © n . . .
efforts to tree planting to conserving Center at the Center for Middle Eastern educationallteachers-links.shtml
electricity. Send us your thoughts and ideas Studies atr Harvard University for their http:/lemes.hmde.harvard.edu/outreach/about

and we'll publish them in our next issue. assistance in sharing their resources with us
We challenge you to make a difference! as we launch this new feature.
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Where we invite you to come up with innovative
solutions to the problems that confront us.

Disaster Risk Reduction

Islamic Relief was invited to attend an event on Disaster Risk Reduction at
the Brookings Institution in Washington D.C. on the occasion of International
Disaster Reduction Day (IDDR) October 10th.

“Children will be one day

The theme selected for the World Disaster Reduction Campaign 2006-2007, the T, the architects

coordinated by the UN/ISDR secretariat in cooperation with UNESCO has
been “Disaster Risk Reduction Begins at School”.

and the decision makers of
the world of tomorrow. If we

The initiative helps children fulfill a role: to serve as agents of disaster risk teach them what they can do

reduction and to become agents for sustainable development. Children
were — and still are — among the most vulnerable groups in society to
disasters; they were — and still generally are — perceived as “passive
victims.” But this campaign has shown that children can play an active part
in disaster risk reduction.

from the early age they will
build a safer world.”

Salvano Bricenio

Director, UN/ISDR secretariat
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" |STOP DISASTERS!

 |Adizaster sruilzton game from the UNASOR
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One way for youth to learn more is through
an interactive online video game in English,
French, Spanish, Chinese and Russian

- teaching how to protect urban areas and
villages against natural hazards through
disaster risk planning and management.

The game, “Stop Disasters” includes five natural
hazard scenarios (flooding, tsunami, wildfire,
hurricane and earthquake) set in five different
geographic environments with three different
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levels of difficulty that require critical decision-
making and strategic planning.

In each scenario, you as a player have a specific
mission to fulfill within a budget and limit time. Then
a natural hazard strikes after which you assess
damage and receive a score. The player who has
protected the most people and their livelihoods
(property and resources) wins the game.

You can play “Stop Disasters! at
http://www.stopdisastersgame.org/en.
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Further reflection questions:

After reading this issue and seeing updates about
those still affected by the Pakistani earthquake or
the recent devastating fires in Southern California,
what are the lessons learned?

Goal: To learn about safety and natural hazards.

e With a critical eye map the geographical surroundings of
your community. This is called a risk map. All you need is

paper and pencil. occurred in the past. Ask what did people do at that time?
Find out which people and institutions in the community
e Begin by drawing the most important buildings. Also draw can help now.
structures that could be dangerous (dams or power plants
for example). Identify all roads, rivers, electricity lines, ¢ Then think about...
water sources and sewage systems, etc. You can invent a. What actions could reduce the impact of disasters in
your own symbols. Identify where the people who will need your community?
the most help in the event of disaster live. b. What actions could increase the vulnerability of your
community?
e Finally, look up in books or in old newspapers, or ask c¢. What you should do individually to be prepared (such as
elders in your community, what important disasters have creating a family emergency plan)?

. RISK MAP_- YOUR COMMUNITY _ _ _ .. :
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Tell us what you’re doing to raise look to groups such as Architecture for We wish to thank the ISDR Secretariat in NY and Geneva for
awareness on the effects of human Humanity which seek to find solutions allowing us to cite their materials.

actions and environmental degradation to humanitarian crises and even have

(you may want to get a free copy of ongoing open design challenges where

“Let’s Learn to Prevent Disasters: Fun students are encouraged to apply.

Ways for Kids to Join in Risk Reduction”

and the highly popular board game We challenge you to make a difference and
“Riskland” from the ISDR/UNICEF) or create a culture of prevention!






