In 2007, HIV/AIDS killed 2.1 million people and 2.5 million people were newly infected with the virus.
Africa has been hit harder by HIV/AIDS than any other region in the world: over two-thirds of people living
with HIV and over three-quarters of HIV-associated deaths are in Africa. In 2007, some 1.7 million Afri-
cans were newly infected with HIV, bringing the region’s total to 22.5 million.

Evidence for Action

People with AIDS don't suffer alone- the disease attacks their families and communities as well. Across
Africa, the disease is decimating a generation of teachers, doctors and civil servants. As a result, AIDS
is having a wide socioeconomic impact that is threatening poverty reduction and development progress
in many poor countries. Some challenges presented by AIDS include the following:

e Strain on the provision of basic services: HIV/AIDS
is placing increasing demands on public services,
such as health, education and public administra-
tion. The communities most adversely affected
have weak health care systems that are unders-
taffed and ill-equipped to care for the growing
number of HIV/AIDS patients. Africa is home to
69% of those requiring ARV treatment but only
1.8% of the global health care workers to provide
it. HIV/AIDS is also a major global constraint on the
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